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in store for it when it becomes the partner in our Empire, when
it has attained its full development and risen to those heights,
which the imagination of men, in my judgment, is as yet incapable
of comprehending, when India shall have obtained that place
among the councils of the Empire which shall enable her to exert
her influence upon the councils of the world.

Reply to a Deputation from the Ahmadyya Community
at Viceregal Lodge at Simla on 23rd June

I am glad to have the opportunity to-day to meet you, the
representatives of the Ahmadyya Community, and to thank
you for the congratulations which you have been good enough
through your secretary to express in the address to me upon
my assumption of the office of Viceroy of India. I have listened
with very deep interest to the account of the origin and growth
of your community, and have heard with real satisfaction of the
loyal services which your community has been able to render
to the King-Emperor. Let me say that I was impressed on the
introduction of your members by finding so many representa-
tives of different professions, and of different vocations of life,
and in particular may I be permitted to say how pleased I was
to find that among the members of this deputation to-day were
two sons of the holy founder of your religion ? And, again, let
me add that it was a special satisfaction to see amongst so many
who by their costume, by their uniform they wear, and the
medals upon their breasts, are clearly ready to defend with their
lives in the future, as they have done in the past, whenever the
necessity may come, the loyalty that they owe to their King-
Emperor. The services of your community, let me assure you,
are not less appreciated by me than by my predecessor. I
congratulate you heartily on the spirit of loyalty which you have
displayed sometimes in the face of great difficulties, as well as on
the measure of assistance which you have been able to render.
You have referred in moderate language to the momentous
problems with which my Government is confronted, and you have
made certain suggestions with regard to them. You have
particularly referred to certain difficulties with which the Govern-
ment is confronted in the near East, and upon those you have
laid special stress. Reference is to be found also to other diffi-
culties, such as internal problems, aad the conditions of the
Indian, and the recognition of citizenship in the British Dominions
and Colonies. You will appreciate that it is not possible within